


Left: Upholstered dining chairs in 
a mix of complementary styles is a 
signature look for interior designer 
Kristin Drohan. For the dining room 
in her own family home, she chose 
chairs in Schumacher fabric. The 
entire house is decorated in a classic 
palette of black and white, with 
accents of red and Wedgwood blue.

To and above: An adjoining cocktail 
lounge provides an intimate area for 
entertaining. The chest was custom 
painted in graphic stripes.
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Movable 
feast
This monochromatic color 
scheme is easily transferred 
to a new home – a particular 
requirement for the owners

When you have moved eight times in 19 years 
due to work commitments, it pays not to get too 
attached to a house. But it’s only natural to want 
to create a comfortable, inviting home interior.

Interior designer Kristin Drohan, who is 
married to a colonel in the air force, addressed 
the problem head-on – she designed an interior 
that could be uplifted and placed in a new home 
and still look just as good as the original.

Drohan says the secret lay with the choice of 
a classic, monochromatic palette, which won’t 
date. Furniture and furnishings are either black 
or white, or a combination of both. Color accents 
are then applied – in this house she opted for 
bright red and Wedgwood blue – to provide 
plenty of visual impact.

“The furniture is also very versatile – it can 
be swapped from room to room and still look 
as though it was designed for that position,” 
she says. “For this reason, also, the same colors  
feature right through the house.”

Drohan says an Andrew Martin black and 
red fabric that features on pillows in the living 
room, and a large painting provided the start-
ing point for her latest project. The painting sits 
next to a key furniture piece – a custom-painted 
black and white striped chest that was bought 
for a client and then discarded.

“The chest anchors an area I call the cocktail  
lounge,” says the designer. “I like to have an 
intimate space like this in every house where 
friends can gather for drinks. Often, I have to 
rethink the arrangement of the rooms – this 
room is technically the dining space.”

Other key furniture pieces include a black 
display cabinet with heirloom family silver on 
show, and a large black cabinet in the living 
room. Here the wow factor is introduced by 
a zebra-striped ottoman from Drohan’s own  
furniture collection, and the colorful pillows. 
The pillow fabric also adorns a custom Roman 
blind beside a new window seat in the hallway.
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Above: Bar stools, at one end of the 
living room, have bright red seats, 
continuing the color theme. 

Right: Cream walls provide a 
neutral backdrop for the furniture 
in the living room. The chaise and 
sofa are upholstered in easy-care, 
family-friendly fabrics. The leather 
Chippendale wing chair is an antique. 
The large wall cabinet is painted in 
a semi-gloss black from Sherwin-
Williams, which provides durability 
and a soft sheen.



Interior designer: Kristin Drohan, 
Kristin Drohan Interior Design  
(Roswell, GA)
Wall paints: Benjamin Moore
Furniture: Lois chaise, Kathryn bar 
stools, custom fabric panels, Zebra 
ottomans, Allie bed from Kristin Drohan 
Collection; Global Views Deco tables; 
David Lee painted chests; TSC sofas; 
living room lamps from Arteriors; 
Patagonia Trading Company dining 
chairs; Saloom dining table
Living room rug: Prosource
Sitting room and bedroom hide rugs: 
Saddleman’s of Santa Fe
Dining room chandelier: Murano Glass
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Left: The same colors enliven the 
bedroom, which includes a shell 
painting by Storey Ellis and a 
footstool from a fleamarket. The 
pillows and upholstered bench seat 
feature an Osborne & Little fabric 
that picks up the sea-glass shade of 
the curtains.

Above: A new window seat creates 
a sunny nook in the hallway. Here 
again, fabrics were chosen for their 
matching black, red and Wedgwood 
blue tones.
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See video about this project at

trendsideas.com/us2806p000


